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DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
Office of Philanthropic
Partnerships
Director of Alumni and Parent
Engagement
Jeff Beste ‘87

Alumni Relations and
Annual Giving
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual
Giving
Stephanie (Cleek) Carroll ‘10

I was absolutely blown away. As I walked
through the chapel doors, I was overwhelmed
with emotion. The chapel renovation was
completed! My sense of awe didn’t come
from the new lights — although they look
brilliant; it wasn’t the stage — even though it
looks magnificent; it was knowing there were
hundreds of people who played a part in this
beautiful renovation. That took my breath
away.
This past year, I have been blown away
by the generosity of our alumni. Whether
they said “yes” to a Phonathon student, sent
back a check in response to a mailing, or gave
what they could during the Triple Tuesday
Challenge, alumni all over the world gave
generously to help make this project happen.
As I walked into the chapel that day, I was
finally able to see the physical evidence of all of
that generosity. I could see the individual chairs
with their nameplates that represented so many
alumni and donors.
Many people might think the best part of
the renovation is the new technology, carpet
and paint, or theatre-style seating, but my
absolute favorite part of this renovation are
the new places near the front of the chapel
designated for wheelchairs. While this may
seem like a small thing, it is huge for some
of our students. Our students or guests in
wheelchairs don’t have to sit in the back aisle;
they can now be right up front if they want,
worshipping along with the student body.
This renovation project didn’t happen
because we had one donor give a large gift; this

happened because so many of you gave what
you could. Now when Cedarville students sit
down for chapel, they are not only going to
hear messages that will help them grow in their
walk with God, but they will have a visible
reminder of the many people who support the
University, our students, and our mission to
stand for the Word of God and the Testimony
of Jesus Christ.
I am so proud to have the honor to serve
such a special group of alumni. Thank you for
giving financially. Thank you for volunteering
your time planning your reunion, housing our
students, or connecting students with jobs.
Thank you for proudly representing Cedarville
University in your churches, schools, and
communities. Most importantly, thank you for
continually praying for the University. Please
be encouraged that your prayers are felt and
provide daily encouragement to this place.

Stephanie (Cleek) Carroll ’10
Director of Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving
P.S. It was great to see so many of you at
Homecoming 2016! We’ve included some
photos later in Alumnotes for you to enjoy.
“Like” our Cedarville University Alumni
Association Facebook page to find more
photos and videos from the weekend!

Communication and Donor Acquisition
Coordinator
Trixie (Massey) Dobney ‘15
Advancement Assistant
Alathea Young ‘07
Parent and Volunteer Programming
Coordinator
Julie Sheridan
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NEWS
Robert Domokos ’62 retired from his
ministry at Faith Baptist Bible College after
44 years of service. Upon his retirement, he
was given the title of Distinguished
Professor Emeritus.
Dennis Stillwell ’68 recently published a
book, Corrections in Biblical Prophecy, that
uses Scripture to examine true prophecy
about the End Times and refute false
teachings that are commonly presented
today.

Mark Peters ‘81 was named Teacher of the
Year for Brevard County, Florida. Mark has
taught physical education and health at
Port Malabar Elementary School for 32
years.

Beth (Gildan) Henry ’73 recently retired
from the classroom after 32 years of
teaching, primarily first grade. Although she
will continue part time as a reading tutor at
Heartland Christian School in Columbiana,
Ohio, she will be sorely missed as she is,
according to husband Bill ’73, “the best
first-grade teacher in the world.”
William Henry ’73 received a standing
ovation when he announced his retirement
from the position of Theatre Director for
Heartland Christian School in Columbiana,
Ohio. He began the theatre department at
the school in 2001 and has directed one–
three plays each year since, from classics
such as Pride and Prejudice to comedies
like Our Miss Brooks, Gilligan’s Island, and
The Princess Bride.

share your news

Donna (Payne) VanLiere ’89 released her
latest book, The Christmas Town, in October.
This book joins Donna’s other best-selling
classics, including The Christmas Shoes, The
Christmas Hope, The Good Dream, and
Finding Grace, and shares the story of
finding love, hope, and family in unexpected
places. It can be purchased from amazon.
com, ibooks, and major book retailers.
Jonathan Haskell ’90 was recently
appointed Executive Director of Yoke Youth
Ministries in Knoxville, Tennessee. Yoke
connects middle school students with adult
mentors through after-school clubs, camps,
and special activities. Founded in 1977,
Yoke now has programs in 26 schools
across five counties in East Tennessee.

Did you get promoted? Direct a play?
Publish your memoirs? Earn a
degree? Receive an award? Climb
every mountain? Ford every stream?
Follow every rainbow ’til you found
your dream?
Visit cedarville.edu/magazine

Brett Tipton ’92 recently published How
Could a Loving God Allow Dad to Get
Cancer?, a book that focuses on Brett’s
struggle watching his dad battle cancer.
Kevin Wolf ’74 had his novel, The
Homeplace, selected as the 2015 Tony
Hillerman Award winner for best debut
mystery set in the Southwest. It was
published by St. Martin’s Press and released
in September 2016.
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recent events
August 10 – Bethesda Baptist Church
Indianapolis | DAE/Alumni Relations Event

Tim ’07 and Cornel (TerreBlanche)
Warren ’07 sold their digital marketing
agency in March 2016 and launched a
Christian women’s print magazine full of
uplifting, wholesome content that is based
on biblical wisdom. Tim and Cornel report
that it has been incredible to see God’s
hand in getting a positive and mindful
message into the media through this
publication.
Emily Snyder ’04 moved to New York from
Colorado Springs in September to continue
in her role as Operations Director for
NavWorkplace, a newly expanded ministry
arena for The Navigators. Emily reports that
it is exciting to see how God is using her
biblical training at Cedarville and her work
experience as a mechanical engineer at
Rolls-Royce to help these young
professionals understand their work as God
sees it.

August 13 – The Maskill Home
Grand Rapids | Regional Event

Nicholas Lordi ’09 was recently named the
Executive Director of Redemption Housing,
a Philadelphia-based nonprofit startup that
provides stable housing and faith-based
programming to men returning from
incarceration.
August 16 – Edgewater Park
Cleveland | Regional Event

August 17 – Adventure Park
Columbus Event | Regional Event

Send us your news! Deadlines are December 15 for the spring/summer issue, April 15 for the fall issue, and August 15
for the winter issue. The editorial staff has full discretion regarding submissions. Submit your updates to Cedarville
Magazine, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/magazine.
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BIRTHS
Becky (Hornbrook) Peppers ’06 and her
husband, Josh, announce the birth of Micah
Alexander on February 19, 2016. Becky
works per diem as a physical therapist at
Sutter Roseville Medical Center. Josh is
finishing graduate studies at University of
California at Davis. The family resides in
Woodland, California.

Sarah Hyatt ’07 announces the adoption
of twins, Noah Amos and Noelle Rose,
born February 6, 2013, and adopted on
June 2, 2016.

Jennifer (Fansler) Johnson ’07 and her
husband, Eric, announce the birth of Aaron
Michael on April 26, 2015. He was
welcomed home by brother Elijah (5) and
sister Kendall (3). The family resides in
Marietta, Georgia, where Jennifer is a
stay-at-home mom and Eric works as a
Product Manager for Beko Technologies.

Brant Bloem ‘07 and Monika Munoz
announce the birth of Margaux Esperanza
on January 4, 2016.

Bobby ’08 and Nikki (Carroll) Childs ’07
announce the birth of Kennedy Elizabeth on
March 31, 2016. They live in Miamisburg,
Ohio, where Bobby is Athletic Director and
Nikki is an Office Manager for a local school.
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Steph (Bremner) Whipple ’08 and her
husband, Danny, announce the birth of
Hattie Rae on December 28, 2015. She
joined big sister Afton Willow (3).

Charity (Hancock) Balch ’09 and her
husband, Weston, announce the birth of
Wyatt Lee on March 23, 2016. He was born
in Louisville, Kentucky, but has recently
moved with his parents to San Antonio,
Texas, where Weston works as Director of
Sterile Processing for University
Health System.

Kelly (Pankratz) Opiela ’10 and her
husband, Christopher, announce the birth of
Eleanor Lori on May 14, 2016.
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MARRIAGES
Matthew Pogirski ’04, M.B.A. ’15 and
Karlee Shelton ’08 were married on May
27, 2016, at NCR Country Club in Kettering,
Ohio. Karlee is an attorney for an energy
company, and Matt is a Regional Director of
Institutional Relations with Cedarville
University.

Anna Hayes ’07 and James Arnold were
married on July 2, 2016, at the Fort Belvoir
Officers’ Club. The couple lives in
Springfield, Missouri, where Anna is
finishing her master’s degree at Missouri
State University.

Rebekah Diaz-Pons ’04 and Jacob
Lauritzen were married June 25, 2016, at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Salt Lake City,
Utah. Rebekah is an RN at the Huntsman
Cancer Hospital, and Jacob is attending the
University of Utah. The couple resides in
Salt Lake City.

Christopher Eaton ’12 and Lauren Clark ’12
were married on July 19, 2014, in
Collingswood, New Jersey.
Lana Christensen ‘05 and Donald Pratt
were married on December 20, 2014, in
Portland, Oregon.

IN MEMORIAM
We e x tend our condolences to the families
and friends of these dear loved ones.

Julia (Holland) Wing ’37 of Marysville, Ohio, passed away November 25, 2014.
Bonnie Jo Oliver ’87 of Xenia, Ohio, passed away June 13, 2016.
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CU SUCCEED!
Career Fair Tips and Tricks for the
Job Seeker
• Wear Your Nametag On the Right Side: Literally, your right hand
side. Anyone shaking your hand should look up your arm, see the
name tag, and then your face (for those who are right-handed).
• Do Your Research: Recruiters hate hearing this question: “What
positions do you have openings for?” You should look online before
the fair and apply for open positions, and then simply stop by at the
fair to follow up and, hopefully, land an interview.
• Have a Firm Handshake: Ladies, now is not the time to be a
princess. Gentlemen, now is not the time to show how much you’ve
been bench pressing. Have a firm (not limp and not bone-crushing)
handshake: web-to-web, about three pumps, and you’re done.
How Can You Help Cedarville?
1. Become a part of CareerNet
2. Return and recruit at our career fairs
3. Post on Jobs4Jackets
The Career Services Team, Jeff, Ken, Allie, and Jen
cedarville.edu/career

We’re here to help you! We offer career coaching, résumé/CV review,
contact database, workshops, interviewing assistance, and job postings.
cedarville.edu/career
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It was great to see hundreds of alumni and their families come back to campus for
Homecoming 2016 on September 30–October 1. Guests enjoyed a full schedule of
events including the annual parade, CU by the Lake, class and academic department
reunions, and athletic events. This year’s festivities were highlighted by a special dedication service for the renovated
Jeremiah Chapel during Friday’s homecoming chapel service. There was a new family-friendly service on Saturday
following the parade, allowing the next generation of Yellow Jackets to experience chapel.
Mark your calendars for next year’s homecoming, October 6–7, 2017!
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ALUMNI AWARD WINNERS
Our Alumni Award winners were honored at the Legacy Banquet on Friday night of homecoming weekend. Pictured from L-R:
John Whitmore, Paula (Faris) Krueger ‘97, Steven Gollmer, AJ ‘07 and Alison (Kearney) Clemans ‘10, and Phil and Pam Black.

Young Alumni of the Year

Alumna of the Year

Distinguished Educator of the Year

AJ ’07 and Alison (Kearney) Clemans ’10
own a Chick-fil-A franchise in Falls Church,
Virginia. They use their business to invest in
others and share the story of Jesus.

Paula (Faris) Krueger ’97 has maintained a
consistent testimony of her faith
throughout her very public career. Currently,
she is the co-anchor of Good Morning
America’s weekend edition and co-host of
ABC’s The View.

John Whitmore and Steven Gollmer have
served on the faculty of the Department of
Science and Mathematics since 1991 and
1994, respectively. They are co-authors of
The Heavens and the Earth: Excursions in
Earth and Space Science, the first collegelevel textbook from a young-earth
perspective.

Honorary Alumni of the Year
Phil and Pam Black have dedicated years
of service to the Miami Valley, Ohio, area
and have made a lasting difference in their
community. Phil is a pharmacist who owned
local pharmacies and now serves on
Cedarville’s Pharmacy Advisory Council.
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